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there are household effects for which one would search in vain in
the palaces of German princes/

The Crown Prince found the Empress Josephine rather stouter,
but much better-looking than formerly. Eagerly she began to
discuss the events of the past few years: 'The whole Bonaparte
family are hypocrites. That is why they are now forsaken by
everyone; even Rustan the mameluke, the Emperor's shadow,
has deserted him.1 After they had dined, ices and tea were
served in the 'library1 where, however, there were so few books
that Ludwig would not have known it was a library unless he had
been told.

After this Ludwig paid twelve other visits to various royalties
who were in Paris at the time, primarily to Francis of Austria,
who assured him that he knew well that Ludwig had on every
occasion shown his sympathies for the good cause, 'it produced
an excellent impression/ the sovereign remarked, 'that you
declared your country to be on our side before the Battle of
Leipzig. It is on that account that I am in favour of Bavaria's
remaining great/

On 3rd May the Bourbon entered Paris as King Louis XVIIL
He was a somewhat tragic figure, placed on the throne by the
enemies of France, without money and without followers. Not
even the horse he rode was paid for. The crowd, which always
cheers anything which seems to be in power, did so on this
occasion; but on the faces of the troops who marched with
Louis, amongst whom were some of the old Imperial Guard,
dissatisfaction was clearly visible. The Court ladies who were in
the ceremonial procession might wear white dresses embroidered
with Bourbon lilies, but that could not dispel the magic of the
Imperial N. visible everywhere on the buildings and in the streets.
The military glory which the French eagle had borne victoriously
over the whole of Europe still echoed in the hearts of the French.
'At heart they always remain the same/ declared Ludwig; 'they
are big children. . . .x The number of Bonaparte's adherents is
still considerable, and if he should succeed in returning to France
he would again make himself ruler/ 2

The new King gave an enormous banquet in the large, domed
hall in the Tuileries. Even here the cloth was everywhere covered
with N. and the Imperial arms were engraved on the knives and

1 Crown Prince Ludwig to his father, Paris, 5th May, 1814.   Munich H.A.
Crown Prince Ludwig to his father, Paris, 3rd May, 1814.   Munich H.A.